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technologies you should be 
adopting at this very moment 
if you want to keep ahead of 
the competition. Better yet, 
pay special considerations to 
the following real estate 
technology trends if you want 
to end 2017 better than you 
started it: 
 
1. Drones 
While drones have been 
around for years, we are just 
now starting to see and 
appreciate their utility in the 
real estate investing 
landscape; namely, their 
ability to offer a new 
perspective on things (pun 
intended). You see, drone’s 
don’t provide investors with 
anything we haven’t seen 
before. Videos 
and photographs of homes are 
all but commonplace in the 
real estate investor landscape, 
but I digress. It’s not the 

taking advantage of the 
best real estate technology 
trends of our time. 
 
It’s worth noting that not all 
real estate technology trends 
are created equal. There are 
those trends that are 
unequivocally better than 
others, and even those that 
serve as little more than a 
flash in the pan; the one hit 
wonders of the technology 
world. However, while not 
every technical advancement 
that catches on is bound to be 
the next best thing, there are 
others that have a way of 
leveling the playing field. 
 
Those real estate technology 
trends that don’t require too 
much money or experience, 
that anyone can use, can 
provide new investors with a 
boon to their business. That 
said, there are some 

The advent of technology 
serves one purpose, and one 
purpose only: to make our 
lives easier. There’s no 
denying that advancements in 
technology have 
simultaneously made 
professionals the world over 
more efficient and proficient 
in what they do. It’s also 
technology that has enabled 
business professionals to work 
smarter, not harder, and real 
estate investors are certainly 
no exception to the rule. If 
for nothing else, real estate 
technology trends have 
awarded both new and 
veteran investors a great way 
to accelerate the growth of 
their business. That’s right, 
whether you are new to the 
game or a seasoned 
professional, technology can 
help grow your business 
unlike anything else. You just 
need to make sure you are 
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videos and photos from 
drones that new investors 
should be excited about, but 
rather the new point of view 
they can offer. 
 
Unlike your typical camera, 
drones can suspend 
themselves high above the 
ground and capture shots on a 
larger scale. Therein lies the 
true benefit of aerial 

photography: prospective 
buyers will be given more 
insight into a respective 
property than ever before. 
What is a great listing and 
selling strategy if not for 
giving the buyer what they 
want? Instead of offering the 

 same photos that have 
become synonymous with 
your average listing, drones 
can highlight just about 
everything the buyer would 
want to know about an area. 
 
New investors with drone 
capabilities could very easily 
find their listings topping the 
lists of prospective buyers. If 
for nothing else, it’s an 

advantage in an of 
itself to have a 
listing that stands 
out from the 
competition. And 
in my opinion, 
few things can 
make a buyer 
more attracted to 
a listing than great 
drone footage. 

 
2. Big Data 
Due, in large part, to the 
evolution of the internet, it is 
now easier than ever to gain 
insight into just about any 
topic imaginable. With the 
single click of a button, 

there’s no reason you can’t 
add to your growing 
repertoire of, well, anything. 
Do you want to learn more 
about rehabbing houses? 
Perhaps you are a little foggy 
on the logistics behind private 
money lenders. Whatever the 
scenario may call for, simply 
type the inquiry into Google 
and watch the magic happen. 
That said, as our dependance 
on the internet grows, so too 
do our expectations for it. 
We have already seen the 
internet respond with a 
resounding answer: the 
prevalence of big data. The 
internet knows we want 
information, and it’s willing 
to give it to those who know 
how to listen. 
 
As its name would lead you to 
believe, big data is essentially 
extremely large data sets that 
may be analyzed 
computationally to reveal 
patterns, trends, and 
associations, especially 
relating to human behavior 

and interactions. Perhaps 
even more specifically, big 
data represents an 
opportunity for tech savvy 
individuals to analyze data and 
apply their findings to real life 
situations. Consequently, big 
data has made its way to the 
top of today’s most valuable 
real estate technology trends. 
If for nothing else, 
information is power in the 
hands of people that know 
how to use it. 
 
It’s worth noting, however, 
that big data is made available 
to everyone. Whether you 
are just starting out or a 
seasoned investor, valuable 
information is never more 
than a click away. According 
to Sheila Eugenio, a Guest 
Writer for Entrepreneur, 
“data is no longer exclusive to 
professionals, but it can be 
accessed online by those 
looking to evaluate 
investments. Real estate 
technology is enabling more 
people to become real estate 
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entrepreneurs, which will 
help drive growth in a 
traditionally boom-and-bust 
industry.” If you aren’t using 
big data, it’s safe to assume 
your competitors are. 
 
The advantage to utilizing big 
data isn’t in simply reading it, 
but rather interpreting it. If 
you can identify trends 

through the use of big data, 
there is no reason you 
shouldn’t be able to 
formulate your own ideas 
with the information at hand. 
At the very least, big data 
does a great job at leveling 
the playing field for those that 
are willing to adopt it. 
 
 

  

 

3. Virtual Reality 
For what it’s worth, the 
concept of virtual reality has 
made great strides in just a 
few year’s time. As recently 
as 2010, it wasn’t widely 
believed that virtual reality 
could be distributed to the 
masses in a cost efficient 
manner, let alone convince 
people they were in an 
alternate reality — there 
were plenty of skeptics of the 
new technology, to say the 
least. However, thanks to the 
advent of technology, and 
perhaps even Moore’s Law, 
virtual reality has taken hold 
in the community much 
sooner than we could have 
expected. What’s more, 
people and industries are 
finding innovative ways to 
add this technology to their 
field, and real estate 
investors are no exception. 
 
I fully expect VR to represent 
one of the greatest real estate 
technology trends for the 
foreseeable future. Why 
wouldn’t it? Virtual reality is 

capable of changing the way 
real estate investors do 

business. For starters, there’s 
no reason to believe the right 
setup wouldn’t revolutionize 
the way investors show 
houses. Think about it; you 
could essentially walk 
prospective buyers through 
your next deal without ever 
leaving the confines of your 
own home. What’s more, 
investors can consolidate their 
efforts by showing multiples 
parties through their homes at 
the same time. Virtual online 
tours will allow anyone with a 
computer to tour a home that 
is for sale at any time of the 
day from their own office. 
 
Not only will virtual reality 

change the way we market 
homes for sale, but it could 

also put an 
interesting spin on 
networking. Instead 
of driving across the 
city, or even flying 
to another state, 
investors could 
through on a virtual 
reality headset and 

meet with sellers, as if they 
were talking face to face. 
 
It’s Up To You 
I want to make it abundantly 
clear: not all real estate 
technology trends are created 
equal. Some carry no weight, 
while others will shape the 
real estate landscape as we 
know it. That said, it’s in 
your best interest to keep an 
ear to the ground and mind 
due diligence; only then will 
you be in tune with the trends 
that matter the most. 
Remember, those that can 
anticipate said trends stand to 
gain a significant advantage 
over the competition. 
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Ditch the post-it notes and 
scratch paper. You need a 
centralized location to log all of 
your contacts and conversations 
with people. A log will be your 
biggest time saver.  With a log 
in front of you, you won’t need 
to put someone on hold while 
you dig through scattered notes 
to find information. 
 - Larry Alton 

 

 
Networking for the sake of 
networking is like walking down 
a blind alley. Make it a point of 
setting an objective you want to 
achieve every time you attend a 
networking meeting. 
 
Is your goal to meet a good real 
estate agent (or two)? To find 
some great contractors with 
reasonable fees? Do you want to 
chat with a fellow wholesaler 
and share notes? Strike up a 
relationship with a closing 
attorney, perhaps? Or find hard 
money lender? 
 
Having a goal in mind will not 
only make your efforts more 
fruitful and more enjoyable. 
 - Nasar Elarabi  

 

 
Your lease should have an 
occupancy clause saying (in 
appropriately dry legalese) that 
no one but the listed tenants and 
occupants may spend more than 
five nights/month at the 
property. If any non-listed 
persons do spend more than five 
nights/month at the property 

without written permission from 
you, the renter is in breach of 
lease and is subject to additional 
screening fees, higher rents, 
and/or eviction. 

 - Brian Davis 
 

As we progress through our 
daily lives, we leave a trail of 
where we are and what we’re 
doing. And that trail is relatively 
available to professional skip 
tracing services.  

Here are some common ways 
people create trails: 

 Buying gas 

 Applying for a new credit card 

 Initiating a new insurance 
policy 

 Paying for a doctor’s 
appointment 

 Registering a vehicle 

 Turning on utilities 

 Getting internet service 

 There are often times when 
people don’t do any of that 
and stop leaving a trail. (This is 
a pretty common scenario.) 

 
Let’s  say that there’s a seller 
who’s behind on their mortgage 
and they know that the bank is 
coming after them because the 
Notice of Default has been 
recorded. Indeed, it’s no 
surprise that they’re going to 
lose their house. But rather than 
staying and fighting, their pride 
and dignity tells them to move 
on because there’s no fixing this 
situation. Ultimately, they 
decide to move in with mom, 
albeit temporality. 

So now you must ask yourself 
the following questions, “Does 
that person need to turn on 
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phone service with mom’s 
address? Would (s)he register a 
car with mom’s address? Would 
(s)he apply for a new insurance 
policy with mom’s address?” In 
all of these cases, the answer is 
probably, “no”. After all, it’s a 
temporary situation and when 
that happens, the clues just 
cease. 

Skip tracing might also provide 
AKA names, i.e.,  past married 
names, maiden names or the 
misspelling of a name on a credit 
application. Whatever it may be, 
skip tracing can cut through all 
ambiguities like that. 

Skip tracing will also search for 
other properties (past and 
present) that may be in the 
seller’s name. Then, it’ll provide 
the data on the neighbors of that 

property, and neighbors from 
previously owned properties 
who may have info about the 
former owner. 

A skip trace can help determine 
if the seller is actually deceased. 
If this is the case, then the house 
is most likely in probate and a 
skip trace could help find the 
seller’s heirs. 

Skip tracing will often provide 
the seller’s “associates”.This can 
be anything from a colleague, or 
business partner, to a co-
borrower, to a co-insurer to an 
ex-girlfriend or ex-boyfriend. In 
other words–people who are 
somehow tied to the person that 
you want to find. 

 -  Cameron Dunlap 
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